


Can you unscramble the words below and write what they mean? 

 

D    R    A    E    N    D    G     E     E    N = …………………………………………………………. 

This means  

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

T       E      X       N        T        I       C = …………………………………………………………... 

This means  

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

In the wordsearch to 

the left are the names 

of some animals with 

either only a few or 

none of their species 

left. Can you find them 

all? 

Somali wild ass 

Pere David’s Deer 

Amur tiger 

Rhino 

Dodo 

Mammoth     

Dinosaur 

H T O M M A M 

J O N R Z C F 

S L I E G T E 

O S H E E L D 

M M R D R T A 

A B U S H Y M 

L C A D N M U 

I L S I W E R 

W O O V L E T 

I N N A E O I 

L H I D P A G 

D R D E O R E 

A L Q R U D R 

S B N E A I O 

S O P P D E I 

F U M A E U T 



When you think of animals going extinct and the fact there may be no 

Rhinos or Tigers left within your lifetime, how does that make you feel? 

Write your thoughts about this in the speech bubble below  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the numbers of animals left in the wild gets very low, they are classed 

as endangered. There are also other words that we use to describe how 

many animals are left in the wild. Can you try and guess where you may put 

them on the scale? 

                              

VULNERABLE—VU                           NEAR THREATENED—NT 

       EXTINCT IN THE WILD—EW                                            ENDANGERED—EN     

                     CRITICALLY ENDANGERED—CR               LEAST CONCERN—LC 

 

EXTINCT  

 

 

 

(This is called the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

Redlist).  

 

EX 



 

Below we have chosen some species which are at danger of going extinct— 

match them up to the reasons why.

are soon to be lost from our planet because they are P……………….…….  

The reason why is people believe their H………….…… can be used for 

 T………………………………….………. M…………………………………………...

species are being P……………………………..… for their T…………………….  

People like to use them for D………………………………………………. 

numbers are decreasing for a number of reasons. The main reason is  

P……………………………… Their bones are also used for M………………………………..  

Tigers are also at risk of losing their home due to H……………………..…. L……….  

 

are small mammals with a coat of armour. They are  

unfortunately targets for I…………………..……. W…………………….…. C………………..  

because people use their scales and body parts for T………………………………...  

M…………………...……..….. They are one of the most T………………...……………..….  

animals in the world. There are 8 different types of pangolin across Africa  

and Asia and their status ranges from Vulnerable to Critically Endangered.  

Traditional Medicine        Trafficked       Poached       Tusks       Habitat Loss  

  Poaching           Horn            Illegal Wildlife Crime           Traditional Medicine 

Fishing                     Poached                      Habitat Loss                      Decoration              

Fur                      Shell                                Decoration                              Medicine 



 

Below we have chosen some species which are at danger of going extinct— 

match them up to the reasons why. 

are one of the better known turtles but unfortunately  

they are critically endangered as they are poached for their beautiful  

S………………………... 

 

are not having a very good time, there are only around  40 

 of them left in the wild. This is because of H……………………..……. L………………. 

 This also causes more issues such as it is more difficult for the animal to  

find food or find another animal to have a baby with. Sometimes also they 

 are killed for their F……...…. which people use for D…………………………………. 

are the rarest marine mammals. There are only around 30 left in  

our oceans. This is because of F………………... They get caught up in the nets  

and cannot get away so unfortunately they drown.  

 

Traditional Medicine        Trafficked       Poached       Tusks       Habitat Loss  

  Poaching           Horn            Illegal Wildlife Crime           Traditional Medicine 

Fishing                     Poached                      Habitat Loss                      Decoration              

Fur                      Shell                                Decoration                              Medicine 



    The main two reasons that animals are endangered are poaching and 

habitat loss. Have a look at the animals below, you may already know why 

they are at risk, but discuss with your class friends and if you think that 

they are poached put a cross through them, and if you think they are at 

risk of losing their homes due to habitat loss, tick their box.  

 

 

 

 

 



I have a question. Do you think that all poachers are bad people? 

Write down what you think about poachers 

Although the people we think of as poachers do kill animals, there is a 

lot going on that we need to think of too. Please act out the drama 

below and see how you feel about poachers at the end. Have your 

thoughts and feelings changed?  

 

Get into groups of 10: 

 Poacher 

 Poachers family x 3 

 Business Person 

 Animal 

 Ranger 

 Vultures 

 Customer 

 Narrator 

 

Now, here is where our story starts, use your best acting skills to make 

this scene come alive:  

There is a person who lives with his family, who is very poor. They do 

not have enough money to feed their family  enough food everyday so 

they go hungry, sometimes they do not even get one meal a day each. 

One day a business person comes along and offers this individual 

£1000 to go and kill an animal. If they do this, it will make them a 

poacher!  

                 Q: Are poachers bad people? 



 

The person does not know what to do, their family is hungry and they do not 

want to see them upset. They know it is wrong to kill an animal but it is only 

one animal and the money would mean they could feed their family for a whole 

year. After a lot of thought, the person picked up their gun and headed out on 

the hunt for the animal. They tracked it down, and shot it. The animal is dead 

and the person is now a poacher.  

 

A ranger close by heard the gun shot and headed out to find who did it. Other 

animals started to smell the dead animal and the scavengers started moving in. 

The ranger could see a kettle of vultures circling above the dead animal so they 

knew where the body was. The poacher looked up and saw the vultures 

knowing that they would not have a lot of time until the ranger found them and 

arrested them. They quickly took the parts of the animal that they needed and 

went home to their family. The ranger was too late, the poacher was 

successful.  

 

The poacher met up with the business person where they handed over all of 

the animal parts and got the money they agreed on, £1000. The family will be 

ok for a whole year.  

The business person decided they would take the animal parts and smuggle 

them out of the country to sell. This is illegal.  

Q: Who do we think the bad person is now? 

The business person successfully smuggles the animal parts out of the country 

and puts them in their shop to sell. Some customers come in and are interested 

in buying it, even though they know it comes from a dead animal.  

The customers decided to buy the animal parts for £100,000.  



When you first thought about poachers, you might have had a certain image or 

feeling. How do you feel about poachers now? Do you think that anyone else in 

the story could be the bad person? 

 

Here are some questions to think about 

 

 If the customer didn’t buy the animal parts, do you think the business 

person would go and get another one? 

 If the vultures kept giving the rangers an early warning on where the 

poachers were what do you think the poachers might do to the vultures?  

 Is the poacher a bad person?  

 Is the business person bad ? We call them the middle man, they make all 

the money and take advantage of the people who actually go out and kill 

the animals 

 Is the customer a bad person? They should know that it is bad to buy 

something that an animal has had to die for.  

There are lots of bad people involved in poaching, it is not just the poacher!  

How I felt about poachers before How I feel about poachers now 

  



There are lots of animals across the world that are in danger.  When 

thinking of endangered animals, most people think of Tigers, Rhinos and 

Elephants but actually there are some here in the UK that need our help. 

Some animals that are finding it really difficult are buzzing Bees and our 

lovely Hedgehogs.  

Our hedgehogs are declining at the same 

rate we are losing tigers worldwide! 

They don’t need a lot but use this garden 

below to make a great habitat for our 

native animals. Why not add some colour and possibly a hiding space for 

our small friends.  



 I PLEDGE TO 


