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ABOUT THE KNOWSLEY ESTATE

Owned by The Earl and Countess of Derby, The Knowsley Estate is comprised of two operating 

entities. Firstly, Stanley Enterprise, the leisure arm of the business, focussing on outstanding quality 

of customer service and guest experience and home to two great Merseyside icons – Knowsley Hall 

(lovingly restored from Police offices over the last 25 years by The Earl and Countess of Derby) and 

Knowsley Safari (Founded in 1971 by 18th Earl, uncle of the current owner). The gardens created 

from scratch by Lady Derby and the Knowsley Parks & Gardens team. Stanley Enterprise is a legal 

partnership between Lord Derby & their older son Edward Stanley. Secondly, The Stanley Estate and 

Stud Company which operates the landed side of the business including farmland, residential 

properties and Stanley Grange Business Village. Further afield in Newmarket near Cambridge, is 

Stanley House Stud and which is where the family’s ‘Mare in a Million’ Ouija Board lived.

The walled Park covers over 2500 acres and has been in the continual ownership of the Stanley 

Family since 1385 and from that time the history of the family has been closely intertwined with the 

history of the country. If you delve into the family’s history, you’ll discover that Lord Stanley was 

created the 1st Earl on the battlefield of Bosworth by Henry VII, the 14th Earl was Prime Minister 

three times, the 15th Earl was Foreign Secretary and the 17th Earl was Secretary of State for War 

during the First World War the ambassador to Paris. William Shakespeare and Edward Lear both 

worked and wrote at Knowsley.

The beautiful park was landscaped with the advice of Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown in the 1770’s. The 

park was extended in the nineteenth century and is enclosed by a stone wall 9 ½ miles long. At times 

in its long history, the park has contained a racecourse and (reputedly) a gold-mine. 

At The Knowsley Estate, we know that ultimately, it is our staff’s commitment and hard work that 

will drive us forward. It is our vision to value and invest in our people to inspire them to channel 

their pride and passion in their work towards our goals. We are committed to the personal 

development of our staff where aspirations can be met and opportunities are available.



ABOUT THE KNOWSLEY ESTATE

Knowsley Safari is situated within the grounds of the Knowsley 
Estate. Animals and discovery have always been at the heart of 
the Estate – even before the safari park was ever created. Edward 
Smith Stanley, the 13th Earl of Derby, founding member of the 
Zoological Society of London and president for 20 years, built up a 
huge collection of birds, mammals and fish from around the 
world, many of which had never been seen in Britain before. At 
the time, Lord Derby’s private zoo became the largest and most 
important of its type in Britain and when he died, his menagerie 
was as big as 28 bird species and 94 animal species – and an 
impressive 756 animals bred at Knowsley.

In October 1970, nearly 120 years later, the 18th Earl of Derby got 
permission to build a 346-acre wildlife and game reserve on part 
of the Estate. The first in the North of England and the first in a 
big city. Knowsley Safari Park opened in 1971 and quickly became 
one of the North West’s leading attractions, with new exhibits 
and the extension of the safari drive to 5 miles in 1973.

In 1994, the 19th Earl of Derby took over and increased the visitor 
numbers and stepped-up participation in worldwide endangered 
species breeding programmes. Over the past few years, 
discussions have been underway to change the safari park as we 
know it now within the ‘Master Plan’. This includes ideas around 
new animal habitats, a visitor hub, better facilities for guests in 
the winter months, with attractions and adventure which enable 
us to be open more days throughout the year. Our Tiger Trail 
opened in June 2018 and is a great example of the type and 
quality of exhibit that you can expect to see in Knowsley’s future.

We attract over 600,000 guests every year and were awarded the 
Large Visitor Attraction of the Year in the Liverpool City Region 
Tourism Awards 2020. We do amazing work to inspire and 
connect our communities with the natural world for the benefit 
of future generations through our enthusiastic and expert people. 
Our aim is to be an exemplar in the zoological industry and to 
other large visitor attractions, we want to be the best!

We are a member of the British and Irish Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (BIAZA) and the European Association of Zoos and 
Aquaria (EAZA). 
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S h o r t l i s t i n g

Candidates should ensure before they send in their 
application, that they have read through The Role 
and The Person thoroughly and that they meet the 
criteria outlined for this role as a minimum. 

Due to the high volume of application we receive, 
we regret that we are only be able to contact those 
applicants who have been shortlisted to interview. 
If you have not heard from us within one month of 
the closing date, please note that we have decided 
not to take your application any further at this 
time.

R i g h t  t o  W o r k  D o c u m e n t a t i o n

We ask all candidates to bring with them 
documentation to prove that they have the right to 
work in the UK, this is normally your passport, or 
birth certificate and proof of national insurance but 
you will be advised of other documentation if the 
above do not apply.
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ABOUT THE KNOWSLEY ESTATE

J O B  T I T L E Senior Carnivore Keeper

C O N T R A C T  T Y P E Permanent

W O R K I N G  H O U R S

Your normal working hours are to be worked 5 out 
of 7 days as required for the fulfilment of your 
duties. You will be expected to work weekends and 
bank holidays.

R E P O R T  T O Carnivore Leadership Team

S A L A R Y £27,000
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Please send your completed application form along 
with your CV to recruitment@knowsley.com.

CLOSING DATE:  Midnight on 07 June 2024

INTERVIEW DATE: 18 – 20 June 2024

START DATE:  ASAP

mailto:recruitment@knowsley.com
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